
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lost Grids 
 
Conceptual digital prints by Peter 
Freund 
 
 
Peter Freund, international artist known for 
his multi-channel experimental video work 
on historical memory, translation, and orien-
talism, offers the European debut of a new 
body of work, Lost Grids, a series of con-
ceptual digital prints. “For years, I've made 
work using digital tools, but here the idea is 
to confront the digital itself,” said the artist, 
whose work has exhibited across the USA, 
Canada, Latin America, Germany, France, 
Poland, Russia, Asia and the Middle East. 
 
Freund’s new exhibition, which opens De-
cember 11 at the Werner Thoeni Artspace 
Gallery in Gràcia, challenges the prevailing 
logic of expediency that drives our ongoing 
“digital revolution.” This work of appropria-
tion art presents a set of colorful, ornamen-
tal grids printed on glass that result from a 
creative misuse of digital code. Freund ap-
propriates a wide array of texts and images 
from the cultural archive but, rather than 
arranging word and picture visually in tradi-
tional appropriationist fashion, the artist en-
ters the language of the texts directly into 
the underlying digital code-bed of the im-
agery. From the resulting glitches, the artist 
assembles the final work.  
 
In “Marx’s Beard,” John Mayall’s widely 
published photographic portrait of Karl Marx 
is hacked with a philosophical text on the 
spectacle of revolutionary ideology. In “The 
House Is Black,” a photograph of the Shah 
of Iran’s lavish, gold-laden bedroom is re-
coded with the defiant words of Hossein 
Fatemi before his execution upon the 
Shah’s orders. 
 
The exhibition purposefully divides the gal-
lery space between the grids displayed 
along one wall and the wealth of cultural 

materials out of which these colorful glass 
prints are produced on the other. The phys-
ical gap between these corresponding ele-
ments makes for a provocative viewing ex-
perience and forms a central feature of the 
artistic aim. The viewer is invited to delve 
the network of thematic interconnections 
between these disparate elements and re-
flect upon the relation between the surface 
beauty and the intricate logical depth of se-
lections.  
 
The Lost Grids will run from December 11, 
2018 to February 1, 2019. The Werner 
Thoeni Artspace combines a contemporary 
art gallery and artist residency program that 
aim to present and support art that is “dif-
ferent, daring and ground-breaking” and 
capable of “connecting with the public.” The 
Werner Thoeni Artspace Gallery is located 
at Carrer de la Legalitat, 49, 08024 Barce-
lona. They are open Tuesday through Fri-
day from 18:30 to 20:30.   
 
Peter Freund is a visual artist originally from 
the San Francisco Bay Area (USA) who is 
living and working in Barcelona. He is cur-
rently on sabbatical from his teaching post 
as Professor of Art at Saint Mary’s College 
of California. Freund is the artist in resi-
dence at the Werner Thoeni Artspace and 
has a research residency at MACBA. He is 
also a visiting artist with the Faculty of Fine 
Arts at the University of Barcelona. Freund 
can be reached at surplus.lack@gmail.com. 
 
The Lost Grids will run from December 11, 
2018 to February 1, 2019 at the Werner 
Thoeni Artspace, Carrer de la Legalitat, 49, 
08024 Barcelona. Inquiries about the exhi-
bition can be directed to sa-
la.wta@wernerthoeni.com. The artist can 
be reached at surplus.lack@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

werner thöni artspace (WTA) 
www.wernerthoeni.com 
Opening: December 11th  2018, 
19:30.

 


